Comparative study of mezlocillin and ticarcillin in the treatment of urinary tract infections.
Mezlocillin (1.5 gm) or ticarcillin (2 gm) was administered intramuscularly every six hours for seven days in this prospective, randomized study of 60 men with complicated urinary tract infections. The two patient groups were comparable as to age, weight, and infecting microorganisms. The underlying urologic disorders, which were comparable in the two groups, included hypertrophy of the prostate, carcinoma of the prostate, bladder tumors, and urethral strictures. No patient had an indwelling catheter for more than three days. Both drugs were well tolerated except for mild pain on injection. A cure of the urinary tract infection, defined as a negative urine culture one week after treatment, was obtained in 64% of the mezlocillin group and in 47% of the ticarcillin group. There was no statistical difference between these results. This study demonstrated that mezlocillin and ticarcillin, administered intramuscularly, were safe and effective in the treatment of complicated urinary tract infections.